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Bhairahawa airport to be ready only by mid-year
Delayed delivery of key equipment will push back the completion deadline, officials say.

SGAM PRASAN
TANOL 5

The airport construction project in
Bairahawa has had 0 push back its
completion deadline as the factories
in China where key equipment is
being manufactured have been shut
down e t the coronavirus outbreak.

Officials said Gautam Buddha
International Airport would be ready
only by mid-2020 1t had originally
been dated to be completed next
month.

Vital components o order like run-
way lighting. baggage handling and
other cquipment that will bo fitted in
the arport terminal are unlkely to be
delivered on time, said Rajan Pokirel,
director general of the Civil Aviation
‘Authrity of Nepal.

‘The project completion deadline
has beon postponed. multiplo times.
The latestdeadline was March 31
“This clsing date is also lkely to be
missed.” Pokhrel tod the annual
Tripartite Portolio Review meeting
of the Asian Development Bank on
Monday
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schedule shows that the construction
will be finished by Marchend, but
installation of runway lighting and
baggage handling systems wil proba-
bly ok be completed by then. Pokhrel
toldthe Post that they could ot ascer
£2in how meh more time the contrac-
tor will neod to complet the facility
“Another sourc at the Civl Aviation
Authority of Nepal, who i also direct-
Iy involved in the project, said that
even'f the rumway lighting equipment
was delivered by Marchond. the instal
Iation would take at last two months.
“Even after the construction 1 fin
shed, it wil ake another two months
0 open the terminal because many
tasks need o bo done-—from checking
the safety systems to other security

Aviewot the ot Aeport B

The airport will
have a 3,000m
long and 45m

phase, needs o be complete o install

On March 7, the Civil Aviation
Authority of Nepal awarded 3 L83
‘millon contract 0 install communica.

Asian Development Bank disbursed a record
$3237 million in 2019

KATHMANDS: The Asian Development

needed 10 be matched with improved

n-the best
the airport may come into operation
by June.” he sad. adding that delivery
Would depend on China's progress in
Tghting the virus outbreak.

“According to Pokdrel, 40 of the 80
Chinese workers at the construction
site had _gone home 1o celebrate the
Chinese New Year; and they couldn't
Feturn because parts of the country
were put on lockdown afer the epi.
demic sproad.

“Wo'aro not sure when they will
return. If the outbreak lasts, it could
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age of the airport project-—install
thon of_communications. navigation

‘age can begin.
“The rumeay lighting system, which
comes under the scope of the first

Located in south central Nepal, the
airport will be the gateway to’the
international pilgrimage destination
of Lumbini, the birthplace of
Gautam Buddha. The airport will
have @ 3000metrelong _and
S metre wide' runway The facility
was nitally_slated o be ready by
December 2017

review meeting Jointly organised by
the bank and the Finance Ministry
“But while disbursement has picked
up pace. challenges remain and over-
all performance of the bank's opera
tion 1n Nepal could be much bettee™
o said that for better and quicker
results o the ground, higher Lending

Ariculture  Commercialisation
Programme (125 million). Regional
Urban Development Projct (%21 mil
). Rural Connectivity Improveenent
Project (&2 million), and Supporting
‘Scool Sctor Develaprnent Programime
52 millon).





